PLUMBER VERSUS HANDYMAN

I am a firm believer the world needs handymen, As long as they are regulated. Plumbers are very regulated I will attempt to list a few of the pro’s and cons the final decision is always the customers.

HANDY MEN ARE CHEAPER I AGREE.

BUT PLUMBERS ALL COST TOO MUCH, MAYBE. 

SO LET ME THROW OUT SOME SCENERIOS for YOU TO PONDER. 

Check the following link.

http://contractors-license.org/mn/Minnesota.html#plmb

PLUMBERS ARE LICENSED, MOST WENT TO AT LEAST 5 YEARS OF SCHOOL, TIL THEY HAVE ENOUGH HOURS (approx 8000) WORKING TO TAKE THE TEST FOR STATE LICENSE. During that time they have an apprentice card in which the state keeps track of hours. Plumbers are licensed by the board of HEALTH.

Then to have a state masters license you take another test, to obtain. Then in the cities of Minneapolis and ST. Paul you need to obtain a license, to work in city. I might ad you have to have a city comp card before you get masters, usually a year.  So plumbers are very well trained, they just don’t get up and decide I want to be a plumber. Now for a plumber to be in business, he has to post a $25,000 bond with the state. Also he must be master licensed.

There is another $25,000 bond that has to be posted, in City. Plus they have to maintain work comp if have employees.

Also have to have business insurance, vehicle, and well the list goes on.

He even shows up with a van that has about $10,000 in inventory in it. Not adding in tools.

So most service companies are prepared to fix problem right now.

      The plumber does something wrong and does not finish job after taking your money, you can go after his bond to recoup your money that you lost. 

BUT I JUST WANT MY FAUCET REPLACED / toilet repaired.! 

      Back to scenerios. 

       Handy man pulls up to house here is a couple of questions to ask.

       What company is your insurance with?

       There are 2 of you do you have workmans comp?

       What do you mean you have to go look for a part? 

       Who pays for that time? 

       His answer I can’t carry all of the parts I need I use that truck for fishing with the family on weekends. 

      What no commercial insurance on vehicle?

       Next day on phone my basement flooded due to your loose fitting, His answer will be your homeowners will cover it.

      The handyman fixed the toilet now I have blue water coming out of faucet, His answer ? He went to home depot and purchased the cheapest fill valve he could find, not knowing what is code and what is not. After all he is not making that much on what he is billing you. What else do you expect him to do?

     What is an anti siphon ballcock anyway? The city knocks on your door to tell you they traced a cross connection to your house because of blue water(contaminated water) got into city water now the city has to shut all water down and decontaminate. What do you mean you want me to pay for that, I just had my handyman over to fix.

    NO RECEIPT YOU PAID CASH CAUSE HE DID NOT HAVE AN INVOICE.

    NOW I AM NOT SAYING PLUMBERS ARE PERFECT, THEY HAVE ACCIDENTS TOO.

    But they are licensed to work on systems and are trained.

    Well anyway still want to hire that handy man. Well you know the saying GO AHEAD MAKE MY DAY!

    Do I really need to make a list as to what a plumber can do for you?

    Go ahead and hire the plumber who is laid off, he has a license and no insurance.

I guess after reviewing this. You do save a lot by hiring a handy man. What did he do when he installed the water heater?

I am sure you can rest well knowing the gas was hooked up right. Gas is so safe to work with.

Did I mention on the test for license is also have to pass a gas exam.

